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Science communication is like a plug. It stops science from pouring straight down the 

drain (and into scientific journals, where most can’t access), and allows the sink to fill 

and distribute science around where many more can use it. It is therefore an essential 

gap-filler, allowing conversation to flow between science researchers and the wider 

community – a mutually beneficial task for both parties involved. 

 

I study science communication because I think science is too important to be lost 

‘down the drain’, and that there is real benefit in those outside the academic 

community increasing their understanding, awareness and interest in science. This can 

empower them to make more informed decisions to better their lives. However, I 

believe it is just as important for scientists too, to ensure that their work is 

communicated. Their job is dependent on a public with some understanding and 

appreciation of their role, particularly as much science is publicly funded. 

Consultation with publics can also help identify where scientific research is needed. 

Consequently the science community and the wider community at large are both 

dependant on the other, and it the role of science communication to mediate science 

between them to the greatest effect.  

 

I believe it essential for effective science communication to have a consideration of 

the audience (or desired audience) who is receiving the scientific content. People are 

not blank slates and arrive instead with their own unique and complex combination of 

social and cultural influences. Consequently, science communicators need to consider 

this and shape their communication accordingly. For example, a different style of 

language is appropriate, and different techniques will be utilised, when talking to 

school children than when talking to a group of mothers. The language and techniques 

might be different again when talking to backpackers or to academics. Science 

communicators should aim to frame their scientific content so that it is relevant and 

interesting to those they’re engaging with, so that their message is effective.  

 



While attentive to the communication of all science, as a zoology graduate I am 

particularly interested in the power of good science communication to inspire greater 

appreciation of the importance and complexity of our natural world. This is something 

I believe is critical in creating the behavioural change and effective policies needed to 

improve the outcomes of some of the most eminent challenges of today: climate 

change, ocean acidification and deforestation. Unfortunately, the facts on these issues 

alone are often not enough to change opinions and behaviour.  It is therefore the role 

of science communicators to uncover the techniques and mechanisms, which 

encourage the most effective communication of those scientific facts to a target 

audience.  

 

I am also particularly interested in online science communication, as now more than 

ever people are accessing science online. Indeed, while print media and television still 

prevail, it is the Internet that now reigns supreme as the most popular source of 

science and technology information. The rapid adoption of the Internet also means 

that science communication studies need to catch up to uncover how best to 

communicate science in this space. This is particularly important, as reading online is 

more cognitively demanding than printed text and requires the use of additional skills 

and techniques. Consequently, I believe it is most needful to focus science 

communication studies to online platforms such as science websites, science blogs 

and social media.  

 

The communication of science is different from the communication of toothpaste or 

of washing up liquid - because science is too important to go amiss! This is why we 

see the persistence of studies into the communication of science, and why I believe 

science communication has forged itself as a new discipline all on its own. I look 

forward to continuing my science communications studies because I genuinely feel 

good about the research we do and the beneficial role that science communicators 

play in our lives.  


